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The House yesterday instructed 
federal courts to uphold evidence 
collected in some warrantless 
searches as President Clinton 
warned the Republican-controlled 
Congress against going too far in its 
rewrite of a 1994 anti-crime law. 

“I will oppose any attempt to un- 
dermine the capacity of the crime 
bill to produce the 100,000 police of- 
ficers that we promised the coun- 
try,” Clinton vowed before an audi- 
ence of law enforcement officials. He 
referred to Republican legislation, 
scheduled for House action next 
week, that would roll the new police 
hiring program into a broad' law en- 
forcement block grant. 

The second separate GOP anti- 
crime bill approved in the House this 
week would allow federal courts to 
admit evidence obtained without a 
warrant if police appeared to have 
tried to obey the constitutional ban 
on unreasonable searches. A biparti- 
san majority sent the bill to Senate 
on a vote of 289 to 142. The House 
Tuesday approved another bill man- 
dating restitution to victims in feder- 
al cases. 

Republican sponsors said the pro- 
posed expansion of evidence permis- 
sible in federal courts was intended 
to stop accused offenders from es- 
caping conviction because of a tech- 
nicality, a source of considerable 
public skepticism about the criminal 
justice system. 

Such technicalities are rarely 


raised in federal courts, according to 
a General Accounting Office study 
that found improper collection of evi- 
dence was an issue in about 1 per- 
cent of federal cases. 

Despite the constitutional separa- 
tion of power. Congress has the 
power to set rules governing evi- 
dence presented in federal courts. 

Democratic critics argued the 
GOP legislation would encourage po- 
lice to violate the Fourth Amend- 
ment ban on “unreasonable searches 
and seizures.” Lawmakers Tuesday 
rejected, 303 to 121, a Democratic 
move to substitute the Fourth 
Amendment’s language for the bill’s 
text. A voice vote yesterday added 
an assurance the bill’s provisions 
were not meant to violate the consti- 
tutional amendment. 

The House excluded the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
from the bill, 228 to 198, at the urg- 
ing of Rep. Harold L. Volkmer (D- 
Mo.), a gun control opponent. The 
exclusion means ATF agents, a fa- 
vorite target of gun lobbyists, would 
not get additional authority to con- 
duct warrantless searches for illegal 
weapons. 

“They are the biggest abusers of 
the rights of gun owners and private 
citizens,” Volkmer complained. 
“They actually break in and take 
people’s guns and stuff even if they 
have a warrant.” 

The House extended the exclu- 
sion on a voice vote to the Internal 
Revenue Service but rejected, 330 
to 103, a proposal by Rep. Jose E. 
Serrano (D-N.Y.) to withhold autho- 
rization of warrantless searches 


from the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service. 

Clinton, surrounded by hundreds 
of police chiefs and sheriffs in the 
Old Executive Office Building, hailed 
the signing of the crime bill last year 
as one of the signal achievements of 
his presidency thus far, and vowed 
to fight GOP attempts to repeal it. 

Holding up a police badge, Clinton 
said, “We need 100,000 more of 
these on the street.” 

Administration officials have ar- 
gued the anti-crime law puts police 
on the beat, while the proposed Re- 
publican block grant could end up fi- 
nancing programs that do not im- 
prove public safety. 

Vice President Gore said the histo- 
ry of a previous anti-crime block 
grant is replete with “horror stories” 
of wasteful spending. More than a 
third of the money, he said, went to 
pay consultants, one city spent its fed- 
eral money to buy land, and a state 
spent $84,000 of its grant money to 
buy its governor a plane. 

“We just cannot go back to that 
kind of pork-barrel politics,” Gore 
said: “Regardless of party, regardless 
of ideology, the American people are 
saying we want people to work to- 
gether fighting crime effectively.” 

Clinton’s remarks came on the day 
$434 million in federal money was re- 
leased to 6,660 police departments — 
most in small localities— that would 
help pay for 7,115 new officers. So 
far, the crime bill has allowed more 
than 8,000 localities to hire about 
17,000 officers, including 2,100 fund- 
ed under an earlier pilot budget. 


